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and in the continuing conflicts from the Bal-
kans to the Middle East, and thank God, in
the peace agreement in Northern Ireland,
and we hope there will be one between Israel
and Syria soon, because they’re coming to
meet next week—people have to find a way
not just to tolerate but to celebrate their dif-
ferences, and to be secure in doing it because
they believe, down to the core of their being,
that what we have in common is even more
important. We’ve got to let a lot of this stuff
go. Our party can take the lead in doing that.

So go out there and talk to people about
what’s happened in this country in the last
7 years. Even more important, go out there
and say, do you really believe in our lifetime
we’ve ever been in this kind of shape before?
And if you don’t, what are we going to do
with it? Go up to total strangers on the street
and say, you’re a citizen; what do you think
we ought to do with this time? I think we
ought to make the most of it.

And ask them about the aging of America.
Ask them about the children of America. Ask
them about their parents struggling to bal-
ance work and family. Ask them about the
economy and the environment. Ask them
about bringing economic opportunity to poor
places. And ask them about building one
America. You make this election season
about that, and we’ll have another celebra-
tion next year.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. in the
Empire Room at the Wyndham Palace Resort. In
his remarks, he referred to Charles A. Whitehead,
chairman, Florida State Democratic Party; Sen-
atorial candidate Bill Nelson and his wife, Grace;
Rhea Chiles, widow of former Gov. Lawton Chiles
of Florida; Jeffrey L. Eller, former Deputy Assist-
ant to the President and Director of Media Affairs;
Craig T. Smith, former Assistant to the President
and Director of Political Affairs; Ward Connerly,
chairman, California Civil Rights Initiative; Vinton
G. Cerf, senior vice president of Internet architec-
ture and technology, MCI WorldCom, and his
wife, Sigrid; and Eric Lander, director, Whitehead
Institute/MIT Center for Genome Research.

Statement on Turkey’s European
Union Candidacy
December 11, 1999

It is with great pleasure that I welcome
the European Union’s offer on Friday to Tur-
key—and Turkey’s acceptance—of EU can-
didate status. The United States has long
supported Turkey’s bid to join the EU, in
the belief that this would have lasting bene-
fits not only for Turkey but also for all EU
members and the United States. On Friday
the EU and Turkey took a big step toward
bringing that goal to fruition.

I would like to congratulate Turkish Prime
Minister Ecevit for his government’s decision
to accept the EU offer. Under Mr. Ecevit,
Turkey has launched an impressive array of
political, economic, human rights, and other
reforms that demonstrate conclusively its
commitment to take its rightful place in
Europe.

I would like to express my admiration to
Greek Prime Minister Simitis for his states-
manship and groundbreaking efforts with
Mr. Ecevit to improve relations between
Greece and Turkey, efforts which were key
to bringing about this momentous develop-
ment.

Finally, I want to congratulate all the
members of the European Union for their
decision and to express my support for their
vision of a Europe stronger and more united
for its embrace of diversity. In particular,
Finnish Prime Minister Lipponen deserves
credit for his hard work and skill in helping
to bring about this extraordinary achieve-
ment.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Alcee Hastings
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida
December 11, 1999

The President. Thank you very much.
Whoa! You will have to forgive me, you can
hear that I have a cold, and so I can’t talk
very loud. So if you talk, I can’t talk. If you
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like my speech very much, I can’t talk, be-
cause I can’t get over all the cheers. But let
me say to all of you, first of all, I want to
thank the Keiser family and the leadership
of this college for welcoming us here. I want
to thank the president of the student body,
Dean Samuels, who met me and gave me
a gift from the students.

I believe in the audience we have, in addi-
tion to Representative Hastings, another can-
didate for Congress on our ticket in an adja-
cent district, State Representative Elaine
Bloom. I think she’s here, and there she is.
I want you guys to help her.

Let me say to all of you, I have had a won-
derful day in Florida. I don’t think I ever
had a bad day in Florida. This is the first
time I’ve ever been in Florida in my life that
I’ve been sick, and I had a good day in spite
of it, because, this morning, I went up to
Orlando to the Democratic State Conven-
tion. Now, I attended the Democratic State
Convention in Florida in 1981 and in 1983
and in 1987, when I was just a Governor and
a friend of your Governor’s, and they were
good enough to invite me. And I always had
a big time, and Hillary had two brothers liv-
ing down here then, and I was always looking
for a reason to come and always learning
about what was going on in Florida, and
thinking, this is the beginning of what will
happen in America.

So, anyway, 8 years ago this week—8 years
ago—in December of 1991 Hillary and I
came down to the Florida Democratic Con-
vention, which was holding the first election
of the primary season, a straw poll. I was
running fifth—fifth—in the country in the
primaries at the time, but I got over 50 per-
cent in the Florida Democratic straw poll.
And it’s been all uphill ever since, thanks to
all of you, and I’m very grateful.

Now, I’m glad to be here tonight with
Alcee Hastings, and I’ll tell you why and ask
you to help Elaine Bloom. Because I know
the President sometimes gets the blame
when things go wrong, but the President also
gets the credit when things go right. And you
heard Alcee talking about all those good
things. I want to run over them again in a
minute for you, but the good things that have
happened here to the American people
would not have happened had I not had the

support of the Democrats in Congress, par-
ticularly those that were really strong-willed
and outspoken, that had influenced the oth-
ers, and Alcee Hastings is such a leader in
the United States Congress.

And I want you to know that his influence
extends beyond the Florida delegation, be-
yond the Congressional Black Caucus, be-
cause he is an intelligent man; because he
cares about the rest of the world; because
he believes that you can care about the edu-
cation of our children and saving Medicare
and Social Security for our seniors and pro-
tecting the Florida environment, and still
care about decency and humanity all around
the world and the end of not only racism
at home but racial and ethnic and religious
hatred all around the world. He is one of
the most exceptional people in the House of
Representatives, and I want you to help him.

Now, I’m going to give a short speech so
I don’t lose my voice, but you’re more likely
to remember it. I’ve got 14 months left, and
then you’re going to have an election to chart
America’s course in a new millennium.
Here’s what I want to say to you about it.

We just passed the first budget of the 21st
century. We got 100,000 teachers for smaller
classes in the early grades. We got 50,000
more police to keep the crime rate coming
down. We got 60,000 more housing vouchers
to help poor people move from welfare to
work. We’ve doubled the number of after-
school programs to help kids stay in school
and learning and out of trouble. We gave
States for the first time help to help turn
around or shut down schools that are failing
our children, because all our schools can do
better. We moved forward on the environ-
ment. We paid our dues to the U.N. We gave
debt relief to the very poorest countries in
the world. We are moving forward.

Then, there’s a lot of stuff we didn’t do
that I want to next year—the Patients’ Bill
of Rights, the minimum wage increase, the
hate crimes legislation.

We had a great year in foreign policy. You
know, I’m Irish—we saw the completion of
the Irish peace process this year, and I’m
very happy about that. And just last week,
I announced that—earlier this week, a couple
of days ago—that next week Israel and Syria
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will resume their peace negotiations in
Washington, DC, in a couple of days.

So we’re going to keep working to the last
hour of the last day. But I want you to step
back a minute, because what happens in
these congressional elections, whether Bill
Nelson gets elected United States Senator
from Florida, whether Elaine Bloom gets
elected United States Representative from
Florida, whether we hold the White House—
and I believe we will—but it all depends
on—I wish I could be more whoop-de-do.
I’m doing the best I can. It all depends on
what the voters think the election is about.

Now, I want you to remember this. We
put in our economic program in 1993, and
the Vice President broke the tie in the Con-
gress, and the Republicans said it would be
a disaster. Now, we have 20 million jobs, the
longest peacetime expansion in history, the
lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, the
lowest welfare rolls in 32 years, the lowest
poverty rates in 20 years, the lowest African-
American and Hispanic unemployment rates
ever recorded, the lowest female unemploy-
ment rate in 40 years. Now, that’s the first
thing.

The second thing I want to say is, we have
the lowest crime rate in 25 years; 90 percent
of our kids immunized against serious child-
hood diseases for the first time in history;
over 2 million more kids covered under the
Children’s Health Insurance Program. We’ve
cleaned up 3 times as many toxic waste
dumps as the predecessor administrations,
both of them. And we now have the lowest
output of waste that is terribly damaging to
the environment that we’ve had in 20 years.
Twenty years ago we had 50 million fewer
people.

We’ve had 150,000 young people serve this
country in AmeriCorps, 7 million young peo-
ple take advantage of the HOPE scholarship
to go on to community college and to other
college education. We’ve had 10 million peo-
ple get the benefit of the minimum wage,
and over 20 million get the benefit of the
family and medical leave law. This is a better,
stronger, more together country than it was
7 years ago.

But what I want to say—I’ll stay the
course. I want you to stay the course. And
then what I want you to do—wait, wait—

what I want you to do is go out here and
find your fellow Floridians who may not be
Democrats, who may not be voters, and not
only do I want you to stay the course; I want
you to teach the course.

You know, we had an idea that we ought
to have a country with opportunity for all,
responsibility from all, and a community of
all Americans. And almost everything that we
fought for we were opposed by the leaders
of the other party. And I’ve been willing to
work with them. And when we’ve worked
with them, I’ve always given them credit for
what they’ve done. But I think we have
proved that we’re a stronger country when
we go forward together across racial lines.

So what are they trying to give you in Flor-
ida? Mr. Connerly wants to come here and
try to abolish affirmative action when we’ve
proved that going forward with affirmative
action in the right way strengthens the econ-
omy and the society and makes us all better
off. So I want you to think about that.

So the first thing I want you to tell folks
is it’s not like we don’t have evidence here.
It’s not like there’s no evidence about which
approach works. I’ll never forget how the
NRA went after Congressmen in States like
Florida after we passed the Brady bill and
I signed it, because my predecessor vetoed
it. And they told the awfulest stories about
how people are going to lose their guns. Well,
470,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers did lose
their handguns, but not a single Florida
hunter missed a day of hunting season be-
cause of it. They did not tell the truth about
that. This is a safer country because of it.

Okay, so here’s the issue. What’s the elec-
tion about? What’s the election about? In my
lifetime—in my lifetime—there has never
been this much economic prosperity, social
progress, national self-confidence, with the
absence of a domestic crisis or a foreign
threat. It has never happened. So what’s the
election about? It’s about what we’re going
to do with that.

What do we propose to do with our pros-
perity? The Republicans gave us their answer
in the last session of Congress when they
passed a tax cut so large it would have prohib-
ited us from saving Social Security and Medi-
care and prohibited us from ever paying
down the national debt.



2601Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Dec. 11

But when I vetoed it, the American people
supported me, and Alcee supported me, and
the Democrats in Congress supported me—
because they said, ‘‘No, no, no, that’s not
what we’re going to do with our prosperity.
What we’re going to do with our prosperity
is ask ourselves an honest question: What do
we want America to look like in 10, 20, and
30 years? How are we going to build the
America of our dreams for our children?
What are the big challenges out there?’’ And
let me just tell you what I think they are.

Number one, you’ve got to deal with the
aging of America. You’ve got to save Social
Security and Medicare for the baby boom
generation, add a prescription drug benefit,
let people over 55 buy into Medicare if they
don’t have health insurance. We’ve got to do
this. We have got to do this. I’m telling you,
every baby boomer I know is plagued by the
thought that our retirement will burden our
children and their ability to raise our grand-
children. Now, we’ve got the money now,
folks, to take the Social Security Trust Fund
out beyond the life of the baby boom genera-
tion, and we ought to do it.

Look at these young people. Look at the
young people that are here, 18 to 23 or 24,
the young people in that age group. Do you
really think when they get old enough to have
their children and they start raising families
that they should be burdened in what they
can do for their children because they’re hav-
ing to take care of us, their parents, when
there is no earthly excuse for it?

All we have to do is take the savings that
we get from paying down the debt with the
Social Security surplus and put those interest
savings into the Trust Fund, and it will take
it out beyond the life of the baby boom gen-
eration—no controversy, no heat, no nothing.
We ought to do it, and we ought to do it
next year.

The second thing we ought to do is to deal
with the children of America. Ironically,
we’re growing at both ends, in our elderly
and in our children. We’ve got the largest
number of school children in our schools in
our history. They are the most racially, eth-
nically, and religiously diverse school chil-
dren in our history, and every one of them
deserves a world-class education, and we
ought to give it to them.

The third thing we ought to do is take a
different approach to crime. Now, you all
clapped when I said we had the lowest crime
rate in 25 years; we’ve got the lowest murder
rate in 31 years. Does anyone here think the
crime rate is low enough?

Audience members. No!
The President. No. Now, when I became

President, nobody thought we could get the
crime rate down. They thought the crime
rate went in one direction only—up. Okay,
now we know it goes down. I propose that
in the year 2000 we have a decent goal. We
say we’re going to keep working till America
is the safest big country in the world.

I believe there are lots of other things I
could say—and I’m trying to save the Ever-
glades, you know—and I just want to say this
one thing about the environment. The young
people here, if they’re going to have the kind
of America they deserve, are going to have
to accept the fact that you can improve the
environment and grow the economy at the
same time. And as soon as we—look, since
I became President, the air’s cleaner; the wa-
ter’s cleaner. We’ve set aside more land than
any administration except those of Franklin
and Theodore Roosevelt. We’ve cleaned up
all these dumps. Let me tell you something.
We better start thinking that we should be
improving the environment as we grow the
economy, not destroying the environment as
we grow the economy.

But the last thing I want to say is this.
I’ll just give you one other. You ought to go
home tonight and ask yourself what you think
the big challenges are. Go home and make
your own list. But I’ll tell you, if somebody
said to me tonight, ‘‘Well, Mr. President, you
don’t have 14 more months; you’ve got to
leave tomorrow. But I’m the genie, and I’ll
give you one wish. You can do anything for
America you want, but only one.’’ What I
would choose is for us to be one America,
across all the lines that divide us, for two
reasons. First of all, we’ll never be what we
ought to be as long as we still have hate
crimes—where some guy in the Midwest that
belongs to a church he says doesn’t believe
in God but believes in white supremacy, goes
out and kills in rapid succession an African-
American former college basketball coach,
and then kills a Korean Christian walking out
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of his church. An angry guy out in Los Ange-
les shoots a bunch of Jewish kids going to
a church school, a synagogue school, and
then goes out and murders a Filipino post-
man—and the guy thought he had a two-
fer. He had an Asian and somebody who
worked for the Federal Government. James
Byrd gets dragged to death in Texas.
Matthew Shepard gets put on a rack.

Yesterday, all over America, there were
gripping pictures of these two young soldiers,
one 21, one 18. The 21-year-old, a gay soldier
who the 18-year-old beat to death with a
baseball bat. And I thought to myself, looking
at these two young boys—keep in mind, I
look at them in a certain way not only be-
cause they’re young enough to be my own
sons, but because I have a lot of your sons
under my command. Those young men,
when they put on that uniform—both of
them—when they put on that uniform, they
basically took an oath that says, ‘‘If Bill Clin-
ton tells me to, I will go halfway around the
world to fight and die.’’ That’s what it means.
Let’s not kid. That’s what it means.

So here are these two kids, they make the
same pledge, they’ve got their whole lives be-
fore them—one of them is dead and the
other one’s life is ruined. And frankly, I
ached for both of them. And the young boy
that murdered the other one because he was
gay, he wasn’t born feeling that way; some-
body taught him to do that. So that’s the last
thing I want to tell you.

You guys are smart. That’s why I always
say what government ought to do is create
the conditions—get rid of the debt; give peo-
ple the same incentives to invest in poor
areas we give them to invest in poor areas
in Latin America and Asia and Africa; give
people empowerment, and they will do the
job. But, first and foremost, we must be one
America.

That is also the way we can have the big-
gest influence in resolving the crisis in the
Middle East, in Kosovo, in Bosnia, the tribal
warfare in Africa, you name it. This old world
is still burdened down with people that can’t
get along without hating somebody who is
different from them. And we all know better.
We all know better.

So I tell you, if you go out there and you
make the subject of the election the record

of the last 7 years and what are we going
to do with our prosperity—and the answer
is, we’re going to deal with the aging of
America, the children of America, make
America the safest big country in the world,
put America out of debt for the first time
since 1835, bring genuine economic oppor-
tunity to the poorest people in the country,
and be one America—we will come home
next time, too.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:50 p.m. in the
auditorium at Keiser College. In his remarks, he
referred to Ward Connerly, chairman, California
Civil Rights Initiative.

Remarks at a Unity Reception
in Coral Gables, Florida
December 11, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you, Gene.
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I hope
you’ll forgive me if I’m a little hoarse, I’ve
been battling a big cold today. I’ve had an
amazing few days. A couple of days ago we
announced that we were going to start the
peace talks again, after 4 years of hiatus,
between Israel and Syria. And it’s been a
wonderful thing. And then I had a very sad
duty to go up to Worcester, Massachusetts,
to the funeral of those firemen—you may
have seen. And then I went home to Arkansas
yesterday. So somewhere along the way I
caught a cold, and my voice is not the best.
And I thank you for indulging me.

I’m always glad to be back here. I love
this hotel. [Laughter] I love the golf course.
[Laughter] I love the people. And Gene Pres-
cott has been very good to me and to many
members of my family, and I thank him for
that. And I thank all of you for coming.

I know there were Members of the Senate
and the House who were here earlier, and
they’ve gone to the next event. I do want
to recognize State Representative Elaine
Bloom, who is running for Congress and who
is going to be a Member of Congress if she
gets adequate financial support to help her
win. And so thank you very much for coming.

Let me say to all of you, this has been
a pretty emotional day for me in Florida, be-
cause it was 8 years ago this week that I came


